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own discretion No warranty is given as to the accuracy of the information
provided, except those warranties which are required to be provided under
applicable laws of the country of purchase
The author, publisher and all persons associated with the production of this
manual would advise that in cases of doubt or dispute that the user obtain
professional advice.

2

How to Clean your Boat...and your Caravan, RV or even your Airplane

Contents
Introduction

6

Read before you start

6

Cleaning Basics

8

What is clean and why it is important?

8

Definitions

8

What Is Cleaning?

8

Detergents And Cleaning Supplies

8

To Apply The Detergents

10

Care Of The Environment And Use Of Your Detergents

11

Correct Way Of Cleaning - The Way Of The Cup Of Tea

11

The Hull

14

Understanding how to clean the Hull is the key to a successful clean.

14

Laying - Up

14

Removing Barnacles

14

Washing And Soaking The Hull

15

Decking

16

Cathodic Protection

17

Maintenance Of The Hull

17

Osmosis In Gel Coat

18

Rust Removal

19

Paint and Surface Coatings

22

The basics of preparation and application

22

Painting Techniques

22

Painting Surfaces

23

3

How to Clean your Boat...and your Caravan, RV or even your Airplane

Anti Fouling

24

Problems To Avoid In This Area

26

How To Acid Etch

28

Buffing and Waxing

30

To help you get that finish!

30

Areas To Be Left From The Main Polishing - But It Is Only A Suggestion!

31

Glass And Perspex

31

Before Final Buffing

31

Engine Detailing		

34

How to clean and detail your engine

34

Before Cleaning

34

Cleaning And Detailing

36

Drying Off

37

Finishing Off

38

The Bilges

38

Living Areas

40

Your greatest enemy - mould!

40

Mould Out!

41

Carpet And Upholstery Cleaning

42

Galley

43

Heads (toilets)

43

Detailing the Interior

46

Helping you clean the little areas and ‘lift’ the overall appearance

46

Reasons For Detailing

46

Seating

47

4

How to Clean your Boat...and your Caravan, RV or even your Airplane

Finishing Fabrics

48

Wood Finishes

48

Cabin Mouldings

50

Tanks (and other holding vessels)

50

Instruments, Radios Etc.

50

Winches, Capstans, Cleats, Guard Rails

51

Fenders. Lifebelts, Covers, Etc.

51

Tarpaulin Covers

51

Sail Care

54

How to clean and renovate sails, including stain removal

54

The Rules For Sail Care

54

Cleaning And Renovating Sails

55

Method 1 is for smaller sails

55

Method two is for laminated cloth and the bigger sails.

56

Stain Removal

56

The Finishing Touches

60

Inspecting your handy work

60

5

How to Clean your Boat...and your Caravan, RV or even your Airplane

Introduction

Read before you start

T

his manual covers small, medium and cruiser boat cleaning but can also be used for
caravan, RV’s, light aircraft, and vehicle valeting. The principles involved are applicable
to any of these and it is for the user to satisfy themselves as to the suitability of the

products for the purpose for which they are intended.
Aircraft frames are especially vulnerable to damage – some of the products mentioned in the
text may be capable of potentially causing damage. This problem is easy to solve – buy products
which are formulated to clean aircraft skins and frames. There are one or two available, which
are made to Boeing Standards. In general, it is not recommended you use anything but these
particular products on light aircraft; but then aircraft in general do not get the level of dirt that a
average cruiser hull, on a canal or in/offshore waters gets.
Always only ever consider the materials you are cleaning. On GRP it is gelcoat which is a plastic,
and you will find frequent mentions to plastics and plastics cleaning. On steel it is actually
paint work which you are cleaning and this is often the case with aluminium shells as well. So
concentrate on the paint work here (the same with cars and other vehicles) On some materials
you will find that the dirt just sits there – most paint work. On others you might find that the dirt
works its way inside the shell. This is especially noticeable with GRP and gel coat helped out by
UV radiation from sunlight. So it is incredibly difficult to restore a grey-ish coloured gelcoat to
pristine white.
Cleaning will keep your boat as free from problems as anything will. Problems are spotted almost
as soon as they start; cleaning will help to get rid of many at source. Rust stains point the way
to a deeper corrosion problem on steels, not so much on gel coat. Cleaning the hull thoroughly
finds blistering and cracking which you may not be aware of and cleaning the interior gets rid of
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moulds which will affect your health sooner or later.
The first thing your boat needs is a good clean! Before anything else, and certainly before you
start any maintenance after lay up procedures. In this manual we attempt to address a real need
for information about cleaning and detailing a boat as opposed to maintaining one, despite the
importance of the latter.
Is this as good enough reason to find out how to detail the boat? If not, try for:
•

Do your friends look down on you as you sail away in your scruffy old tub?

•

Is the love life suffering because of it?

•

Is it due for laying up and no-one wants to help you because it is so dirty?

•

Do you see yourself sailing away into the sunset with a perfectly immaculate boat, but you get
brought down to earth when you look at the dirty old heap you really have?

All these reasons should justify your taking action at once to restore your reputation and that of
your boat.
Finally let’s look at the most obvious reason for cleaning and detailing - you get more money for a
super clean boat than you will a dirty rusty old heap. So here is where you should start. With the
thought of those extra wads of moolah heading nicely towards your bank account.
And the next most obvious reason? Buying a real cheap boat which is filthy and worth much more
when it is cleaned and detailed, and looks stylish.

7

Graphic Based

Integrated
Instructions
Fully
Customisable

Cleaning
Masterclass
Cleaning Information Cards

